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Spinoza is most often portrayed
as either a radical atheist, who
stresses metaphysical
naturalism, or as a romantic, in
which God has become infused in
nature.  In contrast, following the
footsteps of several recent
scholars, I intend to show that,
on Spinoza’s view, religion,
although ultimately anchored in
the rational order of nature, is
mostly an expression of the
imagination, born from an
existential need to control the
circumstances that shape our
lives.

Spinoza’s 
Quasi-Fictionalist 
Account of
Religion

O R G A N I Z E D  B Y
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R e l i g i o n  ( I R F ) ,  p a r t  o f  t h e

r e s e a r c h  a s s o c i a t i o n  “ D y n a m i k e n  d e s  R e l i g i ö s e n ”



I n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F o r s c h u n g s k o l l e g
H u m a n w i s s e n s c h a f t e n  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P h i l o s o p h y  o f
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